
Principal’s Message – October 
The school year is off to an excellent start! The students are still very excited, and I’m  seeing 

wonderful learning taking place each day. The students have learned many of the routines and seem 
as if they have been here for months. The staff works hard each day to make sure all learning is 
exceptional and that the school runs smoothly. I have observed in a number of classrooms, and I can 
say that I am very impressed and proud of the learning I see each day. 
 

Parent Conferences for grades Tk-5th will take place from October 14- 18 (Fourth and fifth 
grade conferences continue on the 21-22).  Please be on the lookout for your conference 
appointment instructions from your teacher.  For those parents that need a night conference, we will 
have night conferences on Wednesday, October 16. 

 
Safety is my number one priority for all the students of SRTMS.  As the year progresses, 

accidents and disagreements on the playground do happen and students do make poor choices.  I 
am in daily communication with my entire staff to provide the safest environment possible. 

 

Our Picture Days will take place on October 8-9.  Since we are a Tk-8th grade, we have to spread out 
the pictures over two days.  Here is the schedule  

Tuesday- MS CLASS PICTURE,“A” DAY MS PE CLASSES, 2ND GRADE, 4TH GRADE, 

HOTHAN/WATTERSON, MARSH 

Wednesday  - STAFF PICTURE, “B” DAY MS PE CLASSES, TK, KINDERS, 1ST GRADE, 

THORNTON, 5TH GRADE 

 
 
Our school wide focus for instruction is fully implementing the Assessment Capable 

Learning protocol.  The students and teachers are focusing on the learning intention.  As I observe 
in classrooms, I am looking to see if students can answer three questions:  What are they learning?  
Why are they learning it?  How will they know if they have learned it?  The focus on the learning 
intention is present is every classroom I have observed so far.   

 
All but one grade level (Tk-5th grade) at SRTMS is participating in the pilot program for the 

standard based report card.  The teachers explained the report card during Back -to-School Night, 
and I held a parent many for the whole community on September 25.  The teachers have embraced 
the new system, and our grading work on the new three-point rubric.  Students are also able to 
articulate what the different levels of proficiency mean for different assignments.  The learning is 
very exciting. 

 
One of our strategic goals for the year is to increase enrichment and student connectedness 

activities at SRTMS.  To help fulfill that goal, we will have already had a spirit day.  We will also 
continue with the annual PTO Truck or Treat event at the end of the month.  Our ASB students 
have at least two lunchtime fun activities planned for the students throughout the year.  Lastly, the 
ASB is finalizing some entertaining and educational assemblies to be presented throughout the year.  
 

Our “Be the joy!” campaign is off to a great start. The program is a positive behavior 



approach that focuses on highlighting students that make positive choices, and that bring a positive 
and joyous attitude to school.  For part of the program students come down to my office and we 
celebrate how they brought joy to the school.  Each student comes to my office with a “Be the joy!” 
postcard.  The teachers write how the student has brought joy to the school.  I hang the postcard in 
my office.  Right now, half my back wall is covered with postcards.  

 
This year, we are changing up our annual fall fundraiser.  We will be using the services of the 

Boosterthon company instead of the APEX Fun Run group.  Bootserthon is promising a higher 
percentage of money back to the school.  In addition, we will have the student run through an 
approved obstacle course.  The kickoff assembly will be October 29.  It looks to be fun, and we invite 
you to come out to SRTMS on November 7 to see the students run. 
 

The middle school will be having their first dance of the year on October 18.  More 
information will come out soon.  We are looking for parent chaperones and helpers.  The time of 
the dance is 6:00-8:00 PM.  Please email Mr. Missan at nmissan@pleasantvalleysd.org  if you can 
help. 

 
Our annual Halloween Parade will take place on Thursday, October 31.  We encourage 

students TK-5th grade to dress-up and participate in the parade.  Costumes need to be in good taste 
and appropriate for school.  No weapons, guns, wands, or other accessories that may hurt someone 
are allowed.  Costumes should not have blood or gore.  Masks can be worn, but only for the parade. 
The parade will begin at 8:30 AM.  I will be escorting the students around the school, and we will 
finish our parade on the blacktop.  Parents are encouraged to be on campus for the parade and 
celebrate with us.  

 
The staff also continues to participate in a number of professional development sessions 

during our weekly staff meetings.  We have already held sessions on the Restorative Justice Circles, 
Universal Design for Learning, and Assessment Capable Learning.  Every staff meeting is packed 
with information and strategies to improve student learning at SRTMS. 

 
  
The traffic at drop-off and dismissal time is always a challenge. Please remember the 

following suggestions to ensure the safety of everyone: 
 

1) Please pull all the way forward to allow for the maximum amount of cars to pick-
up/drop off at any one time. Have students exit on the curb side only. Drivers 
should not park their cars in the drop off lane and get out of their car if they are 
dropping off in the morning. 

2) Do not park or wait in undesignated parts of the parking lot.  When you do this, 
gates are blocked and unnecessary traffic jams are created. 

3) Make sure that you are driving no more than 5 MPH in the parking.  Driving 
slowly and carefully will help to avoid any accidents. 

4) Please follow the directions of the administration or staff during drop off or pick 
up.  They may see something you don’t.  Also, you are setting the example for the 
students of SRTMS. 

5) If we are within 10 minutes of dismissal, we will not be calling students out of 
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class.  This causes too many disruptions at the end of the day.  Please plan 
accordingly. 

 
I hope you find this information helpful, and together we will have an excellent month!



 


